
 

 

 

 

Discover the Flora of Our Campus 
Viola (Viola) 

    Viola is a genus of flowering plants commonly known as violet or “pansy/violet” 

in everyday language. It includes perennial, biennial, and sometimes annual species. 

These plants are known for their small, delicate, and often fragrant flowers. Each 

flower typically has five petals and a symmetrical shape. Their colors vary widely, 

including purple, blue, yellow, white, and mixed shades. 

   Viola species are mainly 

distributed across temperate 

regions of the Northern 

Hemisphere. They are 

commonly found in forest edges, 

meadows, and partially shaded 

or shady habitats. In Azerbaijan, 

violets are often seen in nature 

and gardens during spring and 

are among the most beloved 

spring flowers. 

   These plants prefer cool and 

humid conditions. They grow 

best in sunny or semi-shaded 

areas but may weaken in very hot 

weather. The soil should be 

humus-rich and moisture-

retentive. Many species bloom in 

spring and autumn. Some types 

spread through creeping 

rhizomes and can form ground 

cover. 



 

    In terms of human and ecological importance, violets are both ornamental and 

ecologically valuable. Their flowers serve as an early nectar source for bees and 

other pollinators in spring. Some species, such as Viola odorata, are fragrant and 

have been used in traditional medicine and cosmetics. The flowers and leaves are 

also sometimes used in edible decoration and salads. 

    Their main uses include ornamental gardening, natural landscape design, and 

sometimes culinary or herbal applications. Despite their small size, they add color 

and elegance to gardens and are especially effective in shaded natural areas. 

    Interestingly, violets have long been associated with symbolism such as modesty 

and delicacy. Some species are highly fragrant despite their small size, making them 

culturally and horticulturally significant plants. 

 


