
 

 

 

 

Discover the Flora of Our Campus 
Peperomia(Peperomia) 

Peperomia obtusifolia, commonly known among people as “baby rubber plant” 

or “baby rubber tree,” is a small ornamental houseplant distinguished by its thick, 

glossy leaves. The leaves are round-oval, fleshy, and shiny, usually dark green, while 

some varieties feature cream or light green variegation. The plant grows in a 

compact, bushy form, does not reach a large height, and is therefore very popular for 

tabletop decoration. 

Its native habitat is the tropical 

regions of Central and South 

America. In nature, it grows in 

humid forests, often in shaded 

areas under trees, where it can 

develop as an epiphyte or semi-

epiphyte. Today, it is widely 

cultivated worldwide as an indoor 

plant and is especially popular 

among low-maintenance 

decorative plants. In Azerbaijan as 

well, it is commonly used in home 

and office interiors. 

Peperomia obtusifolia prefers 

indirect light, as direct sunlight 

can cause leaf burn and fading. 

The soil should be light, well-

aerated, and well-drained. It is 

relatively drought-tolerant 

because its thick leaves store water, but overwatering can lead to root rot. It grows 

best in warm and stable temperatures and prefers humid environments. Since it 

grows slowly, it does not require frequent pruning. 



 

In terms of its impact on humans and the environment, the baby rubber plant is 

mainly valued as a decorative indoor plant. Its thick, glossy leaves add a fresh and 

modern look to interiors. It creates a green and calming atmosphere in enclosed 

spaces and provides visual comfort. Due to its low maintenance requirements, it is 

widely chosen for homes and offices. Ecologically, it can slightly improve humidity 

balance in indoor environments. 

Its main uses are in interior design. It is commonly placed on desks, shelves, and in 

small decorative arrangements. It is popular in offices, homes, and hotels as part of 

“minimal green décor.” Because of its small size, it fits easily into tight spaces. It is 

also used in combination with other houseplants in decorative compositions. 

Interestingly, Peperomia obtusifolia can store water in its leaves, giving it succulent-

like characteristics. For this reason, it is sometimes described as a “semi-succulent 

houseplant.” There are many varieties with different leaf colors and patterns. It is 

considered one of the easiest ornamental houseplants to care for in the world. 

 

 


