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Discover the Flora of Our Campus
Oak (Quercus)

Quercus, commonly known as “oak,” is a genus of very long-lived trees with strong
trunks that play a key role in forest ecosystems. Oak trees are distinguished by their
large, sturdy trunks, broad crowns, and deep root systems. Their leaves vary
depending on the species, but they are often lobed or serrated along the edges. In
autumn, the leaves of some species turn yellow, brown, or red before falling. The
fruit is called an “acorn” and has a hard shell.

i The native range of these plants is
mainly  the  temperate  and
&1 subtropical regions of the Northern
.| Hemisphere—they are  widely
i distributed across Europe, Asia,
North Africa, and North America.
' Oak forests are among the most
stable and biodiversity-rich forest
| ecosystems in the world. In
| Azerbaijan, various oak species can

| also be found, especially in
& mountainous and forested areas.
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Quercus is a very resilient tree that thrives in sunny and open areas while also
adapting well to different climatic conditions. Thanks to its deep root system, it has
high resistance to drought and wind. It is a slow-growing but extremely long-lived
tree—some oaks can live for hundreds or even nearly a thousand years. It is not very
demanding in terms of soil, but it develops better in well-drained and nutrient-rich
soils.

In terms of human and ecological impact, oak has great ecological and economic
importance. In forest ecosystems, it provides both habitat and food sources for many
birds, insects, and mammals. Acorns serve as a primary food source for some




em helps prevent soil erosion. For humans, it is highly
nd for maintaining ecological stability.

jses are in furniture production, construction, and landscape design. Oak
wood 1s very strong and durable, so it is widely used in high-quality furniture,
flooring, and structural applications. It is also planted in parks and large gardens as
a decorative shade tree. It is one of the main species used in reforestation and
ecological restoration projects. Historically and culturally, it is considered a symbol
of strength and stability.

Interestingly, trees of the Quercus genus are extremely long-lived, with some
specimens surviving for over a thousand years. The oak is regarded in many cultures
as a symbol of strength, endurance, and wisdom. Its forests are considered the
“foundation of ecosystems,” as many living species depend directly on oak trees.




